It is worth noting that two of the ten specialised sessions were organised by the French (Classification of complex data) and Japanese (Multidimensional scaling) classification societies. The SPC is grateful to professors Okada (Japan) and Zighed (France), who took charge of the Japanese and French specialised session organisation, respectively. The SPC is grateful to the Italian statisticians who actively cooperated in the organisation of the specialised and solicited sessions: they were mainly responsible for the success of the conference. On the occasion of the ClaDAG conference in Macerata, the SPC decided to have two sessions dedicated to young researchers who had finished their PhD programme during the year before the conference.
Thus, the conference provided a large number of scientists and experts from home and abroad with an attractive forum for discussion and mutual exchange of knowledge. Plenary and specialised sessions topics were agreed, aiming at fitting the mission of ClaDAG within the fields of Classification, Data Analysis and Multivariate Statistics.
All papers published in the present volume have been reviewed by the most qualified scholars from many countries, for each specific topic. The review process was quite long but very accurate to meet the publisher's standard of quality and the prestige of the series.
The more methodologically oriented papers focus on developments in clustering and discrimination, multidimensional data analysis, data mining. Many papers also provide significant contributions in a wide range of fields of application. This suggested the presentation of the 51 selected papers in nine parts, one more section consists of the keynote lectures. Section names are listed below: We gratefully acknowledge the University of Macerata and its Departments of Istituzioni Economiche e Finanziarie and Studi sullo Sviluppo Economico for financial support. We are also indebted to SISTAR Marche who has partially supported the publishing of the present volume. We thank all the members of the Local Organizing Committee: D. Bruzzese, C. Davino M. Gherghi, G. Giordano L. Scaccia, G. Scepi, for their excellent work in managing the organisation of the sixth ClaDAG conference. We desire to express our special thanks to Cristina Davino, for her skilful accomplishment of the duties of Scientific Secretary of ClaDAG 2007, and to Dr. Rosaria Romano for her assistance in producing this volume.
